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May 9, 2011 ~ Harrison, AR ~ T.A. (Tom) Freije Ed.D

T.A. (Tom) Freije Ed.D. - Tom earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 1969 from ISU, a Masters Degree from DePauw
University in 1972 and received his Doctorate in Education Administration in 1982. Tom has been a full time
auctioneer since 1984. He is one of the co-owners of Freije and Freije Auctioneers along with his immediate
family. Tom started selling at the Stilesville Implement Auction as a teenager and has sold machinery, general
merchandise, industrial machines, livestock, vehicles, and real estate. Tom was the lead auctioneer for

Auto Auction Enterprises for 13 years and the lead auctioneer at the Cloverdale Livestock Market for 22

years. During the years from 1984 to 2000, he regularly worked over 250 auctions per year. Tom has been

a member of the Indiana Auctioneers Association since 1984. In his tenure as a member Tom has served 11
years on the Board of Directors and is presently Secretary-Treasurer. He is a charter member of the Society

of Professional Auctioneers. He has taught continuing education for both these entities and has served as
Director of Education for both organizations. Tom is an instructor for the Midway Auction School and has been
an instructor for the Heaton Appraisal School. His accomplishments as an instructor include coaching the 2005
Indiana State Bid Calling Champion, the 2009 Kentucky Bid Calling Champion, the 2009 Indiana State Bid
Calling Champion, and the 2010 lllinois State Bid Calling Champion and three of the finalists in the 2010 World
Automobile Auctioneer Championships. Tom has taught a class called “Present and Close the Deal” not only in
auction venues but in sales seminars across the country.

June 13, 2011 ~ Jonesboro, AR ~ Darron Meares

Darron Meares, COO - Meares Auction Group - Day-to-day activities include running a 37 year-
old auction firm that conducts an average of 120 auctions per year. These auctions include coin
collections, firearm collections, Real Estate, Estate, bankruptcies, foreclosures and many other
types of auctions. In addition to live onsite auctions, Meares is responsible for coordinating the
live and timed online auctions.

Darron Meares is also the founder of Bowtie Benefit Auctions. Bowtie Benefit Auctions,
founded in April 2008, has grown in size in a relatively short amount of time. The division was
founded to assist non-profit groups, schools and philanthropies in their fundraising methods.
The initial goal of the division was to conduct 10 auctions the first year--this number was
exceeded substantially and ended the year at 23. In 2009 all current clients were back as well
as new clients in North Carolina and the US Virgin Islands.

Meares is an instructor at the Southeastern School of Auctioneering, as well. As an instructor of four sessions
per year, Meares teaches auction law, auction promotion, online advertising and online auction procedures. In
addition, Meares is a continuing education instructor in SC, NC, GA, KY and speaks throughout the United States
at auctioneer association conventions.

Meares works with banks and law firms throughout the United States as a certified asset appraiser. In addition
to this, he works with individual collections, divorce cases and insurance appraisals.




